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New Faces  

 

 

I am writing to introduce myself in this issue 

of Crossroads.  I am a lifelong Catholic, raised in 

Newark, Ohio.  My early education was at St. 

Francis De Sales Parish and my High School 

years were spent at Newark Catholic.  I am a 

graduate of The Ohio State University with a 

degree in Botany, so how did I end up in Parish 

Work? 

Back in 2000 when the company I was 

working for at the time was going out of 

business, I was a Parishioner at Nativity of Our 

Lord Church in Pleasant Ridge.  I applied for the 

Business Manager Position and was hired; from 

then on I have been in Parish work. 

After leaving Nativity, I became the Business 

Manager at St. Gertrude in Madeira and worked 

part-time at St. John the Evangelist in Deer Park 

as their Bookkeeper.  Most recently, I was at 

Holy Family in Price Hill before coming here as 

your Business Manager at St. Johnôs. 

I am married to my wife Jackie; we have 3 

children, Ashlee, Nathanial and Greg.  We live in 

Mason, so there is a small commute daily, but I 

use the opportunity to reflect, pray and prepare 

for whatôs ahead in both the morning and 

evening drive. 

I am very excited to be here at St. Johnôs!  I 

met so many people at the festival, and look 

forward to meeting all of you in the future.  

Please know that I am always available to 

answer any questions you may have. 

Yours in Christ,    Shaun Martin  

 
My name is Susan Meymann and it brings me 

great pleasure to introduce myself as the new 

principal of St. John the Baptist School.  I have 

been ñon the jobò for just over a week and find 

myself consistently delighted by the enthusiastic 

support and spiritual commitment of everyone 

involved with the school and children of the 

parish.  Our education commission, parent 

teacher council, technology team, parish office, 

and athletic boosters have been working together 

very respectfully and passionately in planning 

for the future of St. John the Baptist School, and 

I am very excited to join a team so determined to 

provide an ever-growing, vibrant, faith-based 

quality Catholic education to the children of this 

community. 



 

This year, all the students will return to a 

spotless building with air conditioning in every 

classroom.  Our many Smart Boards provide 

ñvirtual field tripsò as well as interactive 

instruction in the classrooms and new servers 

increase the speed and reliability of our school 

technology.  The teachers are prepared for 

another great year of learning, and parents will 

notice an increased emphasis on the writing 

process and the beginning of our plan to increase 

the childrenôs understanding of Jesusô call to 

ñélove your neighbor as yourself.ò  The 

Clippard YMCA is providing before and 

afterschool childcare for the convenience of our 

families, and we are investigating the possibility 

of adding a preschool program for next year. 

With nearly twenty years of previous 

experience as a teacher, assistant principal, 

building principal, and supervisor of 

interventions, and graduate training in both 

leadership and special education, I believe I am 

well prepared to join the enthusiastic St. John the 

Baptist staff as we continue to seek ways to 

constantly improve our school and to provide 

educational opportunities for all learners of every 

age.  When not wearing my principalôs hat, my 

husband Mike and I are involved at St. Ignatius 

in Monfort Heights and LaSalle High School.   

 
 

New Spaces  

 

 

óWHEN I PRAY, I TALK TO GOD 

 

WHEN I READ,  GOD TALKS TO MEô 

 

The St.Johns ñFaith Life Teamò is sponsoring 

the setup of a parish library ministry.  The 

organizational stage is in progress with on going 

brainstorming mixed in. 

The VISION for this ministry is to encourage 

and assist parishioners in accomplishing their 

spiritual goals.  Every person, by privilege of 

baptism is on a path leading to union with God.  

A conscious effort toward this goal is central to 

our faith journey. We hope the library will be a 

useful resource for your journey. 

WHAT IS KNOWN AT THIS TIME? 

OPENING Will be announced in the bulletin 

and Mass announcements 

LOCATION Parish community room. This 

room will remain unlocked so access will be 

convenient to all parishioners. 

OPERATION STYLE On your honor! Users 

are asked to sign out materials. If materials are 

out more than six months, a library volunteer 

will call with a reminder. No sign-in on returns is 

necessary. Simply place the returned item in the 

box or basket marked RETURNS. The ministry 

team will return the materials to the shelves. 

PASTOR NOTES The library is to be more 

than a pile of books and information. We will 

work to develop the service into a ministry.   

Provide variety of topics and resources, 

combining current material with past treasures 

and reference materials.   The pastor is 

responsible for final approval of all materials. 

EXPENSES Fr. Kemper has suggested a once 

a year collection at the church doors in the month 

of July. Fund raisers are also a probable 

resource. Several people have offered to make 

private donations as well. Funds collected will be 

used to purchase materials of current importance 

or historic significance. 

WINDOW FOR SUCCESS The current 

library ministry team has committed to a three 

year time span. During this time an ongoing 

process of evaluation of the vitality and 

usefulness of the library will be sustained. 

Continuation of the ministry will be based on 

usage and enthusiasm of St. Johns parishioners. 

MINISTRY TEAM Coordinator, Margie 

Kunze, 812-637-1739, and volunteers under the 

watchful eyes of Fr. Kemper and the Faith Life 

Team. Questions and comments may be directed 

to Margie, on Mon. or Fri. 1 to 5 p.m., or Wed. 

evening 8 to 10 pm. 



 

 

The 10
th

 Anniversary Trip  

to Jackson, Kentucky 

By: Lynda Noel, Pastoral Associate 

 

July 11 through July 17 was our 10
th
 anniversary 

mission trip to Jackson, Kentucky.  12 people actually 

made the trip, but there were many others with us in 

spirit.  Thank you to all who supported the bake sale, 

corn hole tournament, after mass collection and for all 

of your prayers and interest.  Thanks to the Vollmerôs 

for the use of their Tahoe and the Meiners for the use 

of their trailer that enabled the group to take and 

deliver an air conditioner and rocker recliner to Alex 

and Juanita.  Thank you to SJB parishioner, Andy Di 

Puccio for donating a new air conditioner and to Bill 

and Ann Halusek for donating a rocker recliner with 

rockinô miles left in it.  Angie Knoop posted the 

request on Facebook and they responded!  Ann said 

they read it on Facebook on Sunday night July 10 and 

we were able to pick up not just one recliner but two 

on Monday morning!  Ann said she felt that this is 

what God wanted.   Alex and Juanita got one of the 

recliners and the other will be sold in Brother Jerryôs 

yard sale.  You canôt outdo God!  We asked for one 

and got two!  Thank you to Mildred and Paul Cleary 

for the cash donation back in the winter.  Their 

donation will buy food for the Holy Cross pantry. 

There were 3 adults on the trip.  They were Hub 

Martini, Lynda Noel and Larry Martini. There were 6 

young adults.  They were Keegan Haag, Catherine 

Fiutem, Sarah Harper, Ashley Bosse, Jennie Corry 

and Andrew Browning. The 3 high school students 

were Joey (Votto) Kappen, Ashton Buschelman and 

Andrew Dean.  Combined we hit the magic number of 

12.  Just like the apostles.  

They all agree that ñyou had to be thereò, but they 

want to share something that they will always 

remember about the Jackson Mission Trip 2011.  

Hub, the Youth Minister expressed, ñAside from 

daily Mass, the highlight of each of my days was the 

ñDialogue Tableò.  Every night it gave each of us a 

chance to share our thoughts and feelings about the 

recently completed day.  From fear and anxiety to joy 

and happiness, the dayôs events and happenings were 

all blessed and holy as they were shared and 

remembered.  Night Prayers were also a highlight, as 

each different leader planned their unique prayer time 

for all of us to shareò. 

Keegan Haag wrote, ñWhat I remember most from 

Jackson 2011 is all the loving and caring people that 

we metò. 

Catherine Fiutem shared, ñMy most memorable 

moment at Jackson, Kentucky 2011 was our ñfamily 

dinnersò.  The size of our group was small yet 

productive.  Iôm used to having a group so large that 

we put four tables together.  We used one table this 

year and it made the experience more homely and 

more meaningful.  The whole trip brought me closer 

not only to God, the people of Jackson or the people 

on the trip; but, it brought me closer to myself.  This 

trip helps me understand who I want to be as a person.  

I truly hope this isnôt my last trip to Jacksonò. 

The youngest person on the trip, incoming 

freshman, Andrew Dean exclaimed, ñMy favorite 

moment was talking with a man named Ted.  Ted has 

throat cancer.  I was able to talk to him about some of 

his war stories.  It was just great to see him so excited 

to talk to somebody.  

 



 

I found out, just talking and listening to these 

people makes their dayò. 

 

Alex with his newly installed air conditioner with the 
installers! 

A new high school student at SJB, Ashton 

Buschelman who was just confirmed and made her 

First Communion on Pentecost Sunday wrote, ñMy 

most memorable memories would be helping the 

people we helped and going on the sky lift and Sarah 

losing her shoe and seeing that beautiful view on top 

of Natural Bridge.  I will always remember the Talent 

Showò! 

Jennie Corry, a young adult an newly elected 

member of Pastoral Council who has gone to Jackson 

many times during the summer and Christmas too 

wrote, ñOne memory that I will carry with me from 

this trip to Jackson is when we built the wheel chair 

ramp for Ted.  His face which was full of delight and 

gratitude when he used it for the first time will be in 

my memory for a long timeò. 

Young adult Sarah Harper said, ñThe one thing 

that I will remember about Jackson is the people and 

how much they have changed my life.  Last year we 

met Bernadette, an elderly woman with Alzheimerôs.  

My great aunt passed away in 2007 and before her 

death she suffered from dementia.  I enjoyed talking 

to Bernadette because she reminded me so much of 

my aunt.  She definitely touched a spot in my heart 

and I will never forget her.  I look forward to seeing 

her every year we come.  Bernadetteôs classic line is 

ñbless your heartò.  Well, I have truly been blessed to 

meet Bernadetteò. 

Another young adult, Ashley Bosse,  said, I will 

especially remember the people that we met and the 

time we spent sitting and talking after the work was 

doneò. 

Finally, words of wisdom from Joey (Voto) 

Kappen,  ñOne thing I will never forget  is the smile 

on someoneôs face that you caused by helping them.  

The people we help are just so appreciative of 

everything we do for them, no matter how small the 

job.  Their smiles are what makes it worth itò. 

All ten mission trips to Jackson, Kentucky are full 

of unforgettable memories for me.  If I had to pick one 

from this year it would be a toss up between singing 

songs with Alex and Juanita and singing The Our 

Father as our ñclosing songò and hearing Ted speak 

out at the end of Sunday Mass ñThank you for my 

ramp.  It is beautiful.ò Ted was able to come to Mass 

on Sunday because of the ramp.  Both of these 

moments exemplify to me how we live the Mass long 

after we celebrate the Mass.  Going to Jackson, 

Kentucky is more than a mission trip it is living the 

Gospel. 

 
 

Outreach Committee 

Reaches Out to the Youth of the Parish 

 
The Outreach Committee is one of the eight 

committees that grew out of the Future Mission 

Process at St. John the Baptist Church.  The current 

committee members are Don Meyer, Lynda Noel, 

Margie Kunze, Vicki Tettenhorst and Jim Davis.  The 

number one challenge that the community voted on at 

the October Convocation was: How can we provide 

opportunities for the youth and young adults of our 

parish and community to become involved in the life 

of the parish both socially and within ministry? 

In response to the challenge, the Outreach 

Committee invited Hub Martini to be on the 

committee and to work towards solutions to the 

challenge.  After several meetings and much 

discussion, prayer and discernment, the committee 



 

hosted a Youth Dialogue on Tuesday June 21 in 

conjunction with a regular Tuesday night youth cook-

out.   

The committee invited four adults who have 

worked with the youth before to facilitate the 

dialogue.  They are Larry Martini, Jeff Dole and Don 

and Mary Meiners.  About 25 youth were at the Youth 

House for the dialogue. 

So, after sharing grilled sandwiches, drinks and 

watermelon in the yard at the Youth House, the youth 

gathered at picnic tables and the facilitators led the 

dialogue presenting four specific questions.  All the 

youth were encouraged to give their honest response 

either orally or written on post-it notes posted on flip 

chart paper hung on the Youth House.  The facilitators 

engaged the youth in a lively discussion always 

reminding them that there are no wrong answers only 

YOUR answer. 

Vicki Tettenhorst is compiling all of the answers.  

The information gathered will be used to help the 

committee and the parish to respond to the youth.  The 

youth gathered that night were primarily high school 

aged students.   

On Tuesday night July 5
th
 the focus shifted to the 

young adult population.  They gathered at BW3ôs for 

a young adult dialogue session with the facilitators 

and the Outreach Committee.  If you are a youth or 

young adult and could not attend either of the sessions 

but, would like to give your input contact Vicki 

Tettenhorst at  vbt711@cinci.rr.com and we can get 

your response electronically.   The Outreach 

Committee wants to hear what YOU have to say!  

 
 
 
 
 

Meeting the Great Expectations  

 

Great strides have been made at Saint John the 

Baptist Catholic Church in the last eight to ten 

months. These accomplishments are the result of 

diligent efforts on behalf of the Future Mission 

Implementation Teams, many parishioners, staff, 

and Fr. Jeff Kemper. Peruse the list. Take note of 

the changes. Thank those that you know were 

involved, especially the Holy Spirit for guiding 

our parish into the future! 

Opened the New Parish Office 

Marketing program for our school 

Current information on our Parish website 

New Parishioner Information Packets 

Developed a written annual parish budget 

Campus signage 

Volunteer Tracking Software 

Collection of past due tuition debt 

Trees trimmed around campus 

Utility pole removed from center of parking lot 

New outdoor lights in the parking lot 

Relocated fence in parking lot for better traffic 

flow 

Evaluation of the Carolina Trace Property (on-

going) 

Implemented a Volunteer Recruitment and 

Tracking Database 

New air conditioning in the Harrison Ave. School 

Reinstated the full-time Youth Minister Position 

Hired a new Business Manager 

Hired a new School Principal 

New Rosary Making Class 

New Bridge Club Group 

New Quilting Club Group 

New Crochet Club Group 

New Knitting Club Group 

Successful Parish Festival (Spiritual & Financial) 

Catholic Booth at Festival 

Baby Changing Station installed 

Conducting ñListening Sessionsò with Youth 

Youth Trip to El Salvador in August 

Developing Parish Library 

Developing ñTheology on Tapò program for 

Young Adults 

Aggressive pursuing SJB School excellence 

awards 

Investigating Ohio School Charter Program 

While this list is not intended to be a complete 

compilation of our Parish success, it shows what 

can be accomplished when we all work together 

to build Godôs Kingdom rather than depending on 

someone else to do so. If you have questions 

about the above list and/or would like to be 

involved a little bit more in OUR Parish, contact 

the Parish Office and volunteer.  

Thank you to all who have contributed. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 11th Annual 
St. John the Baptist Church 

Parish Picnic  
Friday  

September 23, 2011 
5-10 P.M. 

Strickerõs Grove 
St. Rt. 128 

Bring your family and friends 
for just a donation at the door.  
Pack a picnic supper but no 
alcohol please.  Concessions 
and grilled sandwiches are 
available.  All the rides are 
open from 6 to 10 P.M. Bring 
corn hole games, cards and 
board games too!  The gate 
opens at 5 P.M.  Thereõs a big 
shelter for everyone! 

Come for the Fun!!! 



 

 

Congratulations to all of the lucky winners of St. Johnôs Annual Summer Festival!!! 

Super Raffle Winners   $250.00 Winners 
Greg & Shelly Westerfield, Don & Kathy Meyer, Jim & Cheri Geyer, SJB 

Church, D.J. & Cookie, Bill Brunner, Barker, Beth Roell & Rose Kelhoffer, 

Thursday Horseshoes, Tom Boeing, Jamie Speck, Ann Vanderpohl, Rudy 

Ramey, Wittenbrook, SJB Choir, Ed Makin, Lois Grimme, Kevin Smith, Toby 

Stecher, BK23 Foundation, Joan Lane, Bernadette Tallarico, Brian 

Williamson/Rick & Lori Cornelius, George & Barbara Kessler, Joe & Karen 

Lewe, Tim Temming, Tim Stenger, Jack Schultz 

 

$500.00 Winners 
Tim Stenger, Georgia Meyer, 

Tony DeCarlo 

1,000.00 Winners 
Robey & John Klare, Paul 

Metzger 

$10,000.00 
Tim Stenger 

 

Grand Raffle - $5,000.00 Cash     Clark 

Marcum 

TV & Ipad   Mindy Caldwell 

Grill + $300.00 Langen Meat Certificate  
Jamie Gish 

Tuition Raffle Karen Albrinck 

Handmade Quilts 
Embroidered double wedding rings quilt 
with 2 pillows  Pat Maggord 

Childs Quilt John & Rosemary Zinser 
Afghan   Mark Lang 
Fan Quilt   Marge Beasley 

 

Early Bird Winners 

June 14th - Carol Anthony, Fr. Jeff Kemper, Georgia 

Meyer, Dianne Kammerer, Peggy Rahe, Irvin & Paula 

Bischoff, Tim Stenger, Dr. Wittenbrook, Mike Vasquez 

June 24th ð Tim Huey, Chris Roesener, Brad Minges, 

Dave Wildeboer, Greg Friedmann, Fr. Jeff Kemper, Bob 

Ammer, Tim Davis, Cliff Nieman, Michael 

Kuechenmeister 

 

+ All weather �rrelated conditions were perfect for our 2011 festival.  

+ 2011 festival gross approximately $206,000.     
+ 2011 festiva l net approximately $105,000.   
+ Chicken Dinner Sales up substantially:  
Carryouts: 870  Dine -In Adults: 1169  Dine -in Kids:148  Total 2039 adults 148 kids. (2187).  

+ More people are needed to assume roles of greater responsibility in both the festival and chicken 

dinner.  

+ More help is needed to address pre sale tickets for next year. We specifically need groups to do sales 

outside local area businesses like Kroger that may allow us to sell on their property.  

+ More help is needed for festival and chicken dinner set up and clean up. We have gone through many 

changes in our parish and more volunteers are needed to help in these areas.  

+ More help is needed during the festival event.  

 
 


